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Matthew 24:15 

Here is a quote from Tim Lahaye 

“In Daniel’s prophecy of the 70 weeks, each “week” means seven years, and because 69 

weeks were to pass until “Messiah the Prince,” that gives us 483 years. The seventieth 

week of years, or the final seven years, is the Tribulation period mentioned by Jesus, Paul 

and John. Jesus predicted in Matthew 24:15 that the Temple would be desecrated during 

the seventieth week. The Temple will be rebuilt and then desecrate by the Antichrist at 

the midpoint of the Tribulation. He will set himself up as God and demand that the world 

worship him (2 Thessalonians 2:1-8)” (Charting the End Times, Tim Lahaye, Thomas 

Ice, Harvest House Publishers, Eugene, Oregon – page 30). 

 

So is this abomination of desolation that he is referring to The Antichrist. Tim Lahaye is 

right in that this is a direct quote from Daniel Chapter 9. Let’s go back and take a look at 

those scriptures. 

 

Daniel 9:1-19 

Daniel here refers to a prophecy that is referred to in the book of Jeremiah. 

• Jeremiah 25:1-11 

o So here we see Jeremiah prophecying of the people of Jerusalem being 

carried away by their enemies and it would last for 70 years. 

• II Chronicles 36:20-21 

o So here we see that this captivity did last 70 years. 

• So Daniel knew the prophecy was about up and he saw no signs that the 

restoration was ready to come. So he prayed to God for the sins of the Israelites 

and to once again smile upon Jerusalem. 

• So Daniel was praying to God that He remember the promise about the captivity 

only taking 70 years. The first wave of captives taken from Jerusalem, which 

included Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, happened in 605 BC. The 

second wave, which included Ezekiel, happened in 597. The third wave happened 

in 586. So Daniel, knowing that this Jeremiah prophecy would have started in 605 

BC was praying this prayer around 537 BC. Daniel knew the 70 years was about 

up and he was asking God to remain faithful. 

 

Daniel 9:20-23 

Gabriel shows up to answer the prayer of Daniel 

 

Daniel 9:24-27 

This is probably the most important Messianic prophecy in the entire Old Testament.   

 

Daniel 9:24 – 70 Heptads 

Daniel basically says there is going to be 70 weeks (or 70 units of 7 years) had been 

decreed. All scholars agree that is referring to years rather than days. The Israel always 

divided time into 7 year units. So this time frame Daniel is referring to here amounts to 

490 years. 
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These 490 years are determined or decreed. This is the Hebrew word Hapax and this is 

the only time the word is used in the Old Testament and it means that it will come to 

pass.  

 

God here lets us know that this period had to do with His holy city (Jerusalem). The 

people referred to in this verse would be the same ones Daniel was praying for in the 

section of scripture that precedes this one – the Jews. 

 

This verse mentions 6 things that were to take place during this 490 year period. 

  

(1) This verse mentions that it was going to come about to “finish the transgression.” 

Israel would continue to commit transgressions against God but it would be during this 

period that it would be halted. So the full punishment of Israel’s transgression was yet 

future. 

• Matthew 23:32-36 

o Jerusalem was still filling up the full measure of their sin 

 

(2) This verse also mentions that it will “make an end to sin” (or more literally “to seal it 

up”). Israel’s sins and transgression would be sealed up (completed or terminated) during 

these 70 heptads. This all came to pass at the cross of Jesus Christ. 

• Hebrews 1:3 

• Hebrews 9:14 

 

(3) It would also “make atonement for iniquity.” This phrase has to point to the cross of 

Jesus Christ as well. The atonement or covering of sin is one of the major themes of the 

gospel. 

• Hebrews 10:12-14 

• Colossians 1:14 

 

(4) Once that sin was covered, then God could bring in “everlasting righteousness.” The 

righteousness of God only comes through Jesus Christ. It is called everlasting because it 

lasts forever as long as we stand firm. Plus it is based on the eternality of Jesus Christ.  

• Romans 3:21-26 

 

(5) God would also “seal up vision and prophecy” during this period.  

• Isaiah 6:9-10 

o Twice Jesus would quote this verse letting the Jews and those with Him 

know that the Jews were missing the fact that He was the messiah. 

� Matthew 13:14-15 

� John 12:36-43 

 

(6) The final thing that would happen is that God would anoint the most holy (NIV). The 

NASB inserts the word “place” after the word Holy, but that word is not in the original 

text. The NASB translators have a tendency to be premillennial so they think this is 

referring to the temple. But the central message of verses 24 through 27 is Jesus Christ. 
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So the most holy would be referring to a person and not a building. He was anointed by 

the Holy Spirit at His baptism. 

• Luke 3:21-22 

• Acts 10:38 

 

   

Daniel 9:25 

So God starts out by saying that Daniel is to know and discern the things that are coming 

next. There are basically 3 things mentioned in this verse. 

 

(1) Issuing of a decree to rebuild and restore Jerusalem 

There appear to have been 3 decrees issued to this remnant in the scripture: 

• Ezra 1:1-4 

o This was a decree by Cyrus to rebuild the temple (538 BC) – not the city 

like the verse in Daniel 9 says. 

• Ezra 6:1-12 

o This was a decree by Darius I to rebuild the temple (520 BC). Again this 

was an order to rebuild the temple and not the city. 

• Nehemiah 1:1–2:20 

o Artaxerxes issued a decree in 445 BC, along with his approval, to rebuild 

the city. This project was led by Nehemiah who was the cupbearer for 

king Artaxerxes and was eventually the governor of Judea.  

 

So did the 70 heptads begin with one of these dates? Well let’s take a little deeper look at 

this. Daniel mentions in this verse that the 70 heptads would begin with the issuing of a 

decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem. The word used in verse 25 to “issue a decree” is 

the same one used in verse 23 that says God “issued a command”. So the decree probably 

did not come from some Persian king but from the command of God Himself. So since 

the text mentions that it had to be a decree to rebuild the city, the first two decrees listed 

above cannot be the ones we are looking at.  

 

So it has to be 445 BC then correct? A letter to the king from the adversary of the Jews 

documents that an attempt was made to rebuild the walls prior to Artaxerxes’ approval 

(Ezra 4:7-16). The unauthorized wall construction is attributed a group of Jews who 

recently had returned from Persia (Ezra 4:12-16). The only people known to have 

returned from Persia prior to Nehemiah was that group led by Ezra the scribe in the 7
th
 

year of Artaxerxes (Ezra 7:8). Ezra was given a decree by King Artaxerxes in 457 BC as 

recorded in Ezra 7:11-26 to return with a group of Jews to Jerusalem. This group arrived 

in Jerusalem on August 4
th
, 458 BC. The record indicates that Ezra was occupied with 

correcting the marriage abuses of the inhabitants of the land until New Years Day (Ezra 

10:17). On our modern calendars, that would fall in the Spring of 457 BC. During the 

next few months Ezra commissioned his Jewish counterparts to rebuild the city of 

Jerusalem. So the word to restore Jerusalem would have been issued by God through 

Ezra in the year 457 BC. This attempt to rebuild the walls failed but it was the first word 

from God to rebuild Jerusalem. The year 457 BC then is the beginning point for the 70 

heptads prophecy.  
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(2) The Appearance of the Messiah (lit. the Anointed One)  

In the Old Testament both kings and priests were anointed – hence the language points to 

one who is not only a priest but also a king. This reference can only be to Jesus Christ 

(Zechariah 6:12-13). Daniel here was addressing the last of the purposes that were 

mentioned in verse 9:24. The amazing thing is - this prophecy lets you know the exact 

amount of time between the order to rebuild Jerusalem and the appearance of the 

Messiah. Daniel is letting you know what year Christ would be manifested to Israel.   

 

69 Heptads = 483 years 

Counting 483 years from 457 BC, you get the year 27AD but you have to subtract 1 from 

that year because there is no year 0. That gives us a year of 26 AD which would have 

been the year that Christ made his appearance to Jerusalem. So according the prophet 

Daniel, he is letting you know that Christ will make his appearance to Jerusalem in 26 

AD. In that year, Jesus was immersed by John the Immerser in the Jordan River. It was at 

that time that Christ began his earthly ministry. Christ was born in the year 4 BC and thus 

as the scripture says at the age of thirty he was immersed by John in the year 26 AD.  

• John 1:31 

o To manifest means to make known 

• Luke 3:23 

o So Jesus was immersed by 30 and began his ministry 

 

(3) Restoration of the City 

The 69 heptads are divided into 2 groups – 7 and 62 heptads. So the text says that during 

the first 7 heptads that “it will be built.” So it was going to take 49 years to get that done. 

So Ezra started the project but the project was halted by the command of Araxerxes. But 

13 years later Nehemiah, along with Ezra’s help, picked up the project and eventually 

succeeded in rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem (Ezra 6:14).  

 

This rebuilding of Jerusalem would a complete restoration which is what is meant by the 

term “with plaza and moat.” Those in Babylon in the 6
th
 Century BC would have 

understood this language. Also, the re-building of Jerusalem was going to be very 

difficult which is coined here as “even in times of distress.” Both Ezra and Nehemiah 

faced huge opposition during their rebuilding efforts.      

 

Daniel 9:26 

Cutting Off of Messiah 

The first 7 heptads was a time of rebuilding for the Jews. The 62 heptad period was a 

time of waiting for the Messiah. After the 69 heptads, the anointed one (the Messiah) 

would be cut off. This verse does not tell us how long after this period that He would be 

cut off but the language does point to a premature death. The Messiah would be utterly 

rejected or “He would have nothing”. This of course explains Jesus’ life in a nutshell. He 

was tried, tortured and executed on a cross at the age of 33 after a brief ministry of 3.5 

years (in the year 30 AD). Christ was stripped of everything, including His clothes when 

He died. And as far as the scripture records, only 5 of the apostles can be identified as 

being present while Christ was in His final hours.  
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Judgment on Jerusalem 

In Consequence of this rejection of Christ, the people of the prince would come against 

Jerusalem. The time of this attack is not specified accept that it would occur after the 69 

heptads. Is this prince the same as the one in the previous verse (the Messiah)? It cannot 

be because that prince was cutoff before this prince came. Most conservative scholars 

identify this prince and his people as that of Titus and his Roman army that destroyed 

Jerusalem in 70 AD. Concerning this judgment to come, 4 facts are specified: 

• This prince would destroy the city and the sanctuary.  

• The end of the city would come like a flood. 

o Jerusalem would not just fade away gradually; it would be destroyed 

quickly just like a flood. 

• Even to the end, there would be war 

o The final collapse of the city would be preceded by a long struggle. The 

Romans besieged Jerusalem from 66 AD to 70 AD. Rather than joining 

a common adversary to fight against the Romans, factions inside the 

city were warring against one another during the same period of time.  

• Desolations are determined  

o The actual execution of this sentence against Jerusalem occurred in 70 

AD. 

o A desolation would be brought against Titus and army as well (next 

verse).    

 

Daniel 9:27   

Amplification of the prediction 

• He will make a covenant with many for one week.  

o The NIV, KJV and NKJV and others have this verse as “He will confirm a 

covenant with many for one week” – which is a better translation. Christ, 

while on earth, was constantly confirming that God’s on-rushing New 

Covenant was right around the corner.   

o The pronoun “he” refers back to the leading figure or subject of the 

previous verse namely Messiah. By His miracles and His fulfillment of 

prophecy, Jesus made/confirmed God’s covenant to send the Messiah into 

the world. So according the New American Standard principle, the word 

“he” should be capitalized in this verse but it is not. The “many” in this 

verse would the thousands of Jews that responded to the word and works 

of Jesus and his apostles.  

� John 15:3 

• In the middle of one week, he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering. 

o The middle of heptad is 3.5 years. After a ministry of 3.5 years, Jesus 

offered himself on the cross as a perfect sacrifice for sin. He thus brought 

to an end the Old Testament sacrificial system. It is true that sacrifices 

continued in the temple in Jerusalem for another 40 years. Nonetheless, 

the main argument of the book of Hebrews is that the sacrificial system 

ceased as a divine act when Jesus died on the cross.  

� Hebrews 8:13 
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• Old Testament Sacrificial system should cease 

� Matthew 27:51 

• The temple veil was torn showing the termination 

� Hebrews 9:12  

• Temple sacrifices should have ceased for all time 

 

• On the wing of abomination will come one who makes desolate.  

o The wing portion of this verse is difficult to figure out and it has generally 

been interpreted in two ways: 

� This could refer to the idolatrous eagles the Roman soldiers carried 

against Jerusalem by the Roman legions.  

� Others think it means the wing of the temple that would become so 

desolated that it could no longer be regarded as part of God’s 

house.  

o The one who makes desolate would be Titus who was mentioned earlier as 

the prince who was to come in the previous verse. This is the abomination 

of desolation of which Jesus referred to in Matthew 24:15 and Luke 21:20.  

• Even until the complete destruction, one that is decreed is poured out on the one 

who makes desolate. 

o God had also decreed the complete destruction of the one who makes 

Jerusalem desolate – Titus or possibly Rome itself.       

 

 

Reread Matthew 24:15-20 

So does this verse mention anything about The Antichrist? Did the section we just went 

over in Daniel chapter 9, if you read the English properly, mention anything about the 

Antichrist? The verse in Daniel seemed to be talking about this abomination of desolation 

as actually referring the Roman armies under Titus. But this verse mentions that when 

they see the abomination of desolation standing in the holy place, they should flee to the 

mountains and not go back to their houses, etc.  

 

Mark 13:14-17 

So we see here that the abomination of desolation has to do with something standing 

where it should not be. And if the people see it standing there, they should flee to the 

mountains and not go back to their houses, etc. 

 

Luke 21:20-24 

So here we see that when they see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, realize that her 

desolation is near (the abomination of desolation). The armies of Rome standing in the 

Holy place and a place they should not be. But when they see Jerusalem surrounded by 

armies, they are to flee to the mountains and if you are outside the city, do not go back, 

etc. The Jews would fall by the edge of the sword and they would be trampled under foot 

by the Gentiles. 
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So, according to experts, there are only two options for what the abomination of 

desolation could be – either it is The Antichrist or it is the armies of Rome that would 

destroy the city in 70 AD. So according to the scripture, which is the correct answer?    

The armies of Rome destroyed the city in 70 AD. They were the ones that were standing 

in the Holy Place and they were not supposed to be there.  

 


